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Cultura e spettacoli

An evening marked by variety of styles including blues, classic, and soul 

Harris, from swing to free

Great concert with Kevin Harris and his group at the  Milestone
Pietro Corvi – Thursday, November 18 2010

PIACENZA -The second concert date at Milestone was a magical Sunday night. After a successful performance of Karen Edwards, Milestone presented another Afro-American pianist of great depth. Kevin Harris, who was applauded with an enthusiasm that only the most generous artists are able to stir, was granted two encore requests.

A coherent and remarkable show  where the Kevin Harris Project (KHP) played a variety of styles, notably two amazing and touching arrangements of "Redemption Song" (Bob Marley) and "Sweet Georgia Brown" (Bernie, Pinkard, Casey) an Amercian standard recorded in 1925.
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In his thirties and among the best of a rising generation of jazz artists in Boston, a training ground of cutting edge musicians, Harris has a simple and genuine approach to life; his music, like his positive smile, conveys a feeling of honesty and romanticism. 

 
Ballads and folkloric music are his preferred springboards.  Thematic and rhytmic origins played by the trio were masterfully dissected and recomposed without loosing the source, helping to sustain an emotional yet skillfully balanced journey for the performer and the listener. Harris' performance, clearly the result of strong preparation and experience, breaks the barrier of what listeners would expect of a "jazz concert".  His patient and polyrhythmic phrasing were carried by a sensitive rhythm section - Keala Kaumeheiwa and Steve Langone- and unmistakably basing their cohesiveness on a democratic concept of improvisation and attentive flexibility. 

Each member is at the helm in the Kevin Harris Project, a tight, amusing, and interactive team who play as the pianist directs: Harris calls the musicians “brothers”.  They enjoyed sharing gestures, smiles, and laughter during key moments of this 
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concert.  Dynamically and characteristically constant yet restrained and disciplined, the KHP often emphasizes a more cerebral, psychological, and intimate playing style over a physical one. Much more pleasant than impetuous, the ensemble’s style is definite and interwoven by frequent peaks of pathos and dramatic dissonance.

The first original piece of the evening, "Ancestral Wind", included a delicate and unmistakable 6/8 melody -syncopated and rich in variation. The piece was an exploration of contrasting harmonies and shared humor that yoked Harris and his two brothers in a way that few jazz trios achieve. 


In "Evora", (Langone’s), there was a balance between Chopin-esque passages and a clear and passionate South American and Caribbean anchor. 


Both quiet and dark moments distinguished "The Americas" (Harris/Langone’s) in addition to a softly played arrangement of a Bach Prelude, evolving from classical to danzon-returning to classical-  launching into swing-briefly settling at a fragile free-from to finally arrive back to its original motif.


Unforgettable was the brilliantly simple composition “Yellow Bird" (Harris’) dedicated to his wife, and also a Thelonious Monk’s rendition of "Trinkle Tinkle", dedicated to Angelo Bardini, the Piacenza Jazz Club’s Vice President. The latter piece thrilled the crowd with its playful yet intriguing discourse amongst the KHP brotherhood.

After the concert, I had the privilege to exchange a few words with this enthusiastic musician which was an added treat for me.


Kevin Harris al


piano e con il


suo gruppo


nell’applaudito


concerto al


Milestone
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